Art Work Installation Short Biography — Stephanie Rhode

"Many of my artistic projects take shape as participatory, temporary installations. They invite viewers
to become active contributors, transforming the work through their presence and interaction. The
temporary nature of these installations emphasizes themes of change, impermanence, and the
shared experience of a moment in time."

Stephanie Rhode is a German—Dutch visual artist whose work encompasses sculpture, installation,
photography, and participatory art. Many of her projects take the form of temporary installations that
actively involve the audience, making them part of the creative process. A recurring motif in her work
is the house, a symbol of belonging, memory, fragility, and collective experience.

International large-scale projects have shaped her artistic practice. She created the "Sandhouse
Project” during her residency at the Chinese European Art Center (CEAC) in Xiamen, she realized the
Sandhouse Project, installing over 3,000 sand houses along the coastline. In Jingdezhen, she
continued to explore the motif through a series of porcelain houses, incorporating traditional Chinese
ceramic techniques.

Another key project is “490 Knitted Houses — Lest We Forget”, an installation of 490 hand-knitted
wool houses created collaboratively with participants from various communities and differ countries.
The work reflects on memory, vulnerability, and the power of shared creative action.

In “Labyrinth — How Do We Find a Way Together?”, Rhode designed a walkable labyrinth made of
thousands of fresh flowers, inviting visitors to explore the space collectively and reflect on shared
paths and decisions.

She has also worked extensively in photography. In the ongoing series “HOME with Knitted House”,
she photographs people worldwide with the knitted house, exploring the idea of home and
community. In the long-term photographic series “Beneath the Christmas Tree — My Neighbours”
(2004—present), she has been photographing her neighbours just before Christmas under their trees.
The series captures intimate moments of everyday life and neighbourhood connections, while also
making change and impermanence visible—children are born, couples separate, lives evolve.

Stephanie Rhode works across cultures, materials, and communities. Her artworks are not merely
objects, but lived experiences, emphasizing participation, connection, and transformation.
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